
July 15, 2021

Person High School Family,

The traditions of Person High School have great value and influence in who we are as Rockets.  We
have been made aware of a petition that has been circulating indicating our administration has dropped
the drill team from our band program.  I would like to address this issue and make sure our community
understands how we are moving forward with our band program.  As each year ends, I spend time with
all departments to note our successes and what we need to do better to improve our school.

In meeting with Mr. Garris, I noted that I wanted our marching band program to be a part of
competitions to engage and challenge our students outside the confines of Person High School.  As
part of this transition, I realized the need to combine our drill team, prancerettes, and flags into one; to
be better prepared for these competitions. While this renewed focus on the competitive aspect of
marching band is our goal moving forward, we understand the value of the current drill team.

As such, it was decided that the new combined team would honor the attributes of both styles of
uniforms, continue holding special events for young dancers, perform in holiday parades, and
showcase the students’ talents during athletic events. All of these have been PHS traditions for many
years and will continue as we move forward.  We are excited about the restructuring of our program
and the growth that it will bring to our band program. These changes will afford our students multiple
opportunities to strengthen their skill sets in dance and color guard.  Members of the combined groups
have committed to this renewed focus and are eager to expand their dance repertoire and become
versed in color guard techniques.  We feel this new direction will not only keep current traditions, but
will move our band program forward to be competitive in upcoming band competitions.

Our traditions have made Person High School what it is today; we are thrilled to continue with all things
that represent Person High School. In addition, we look forward to the renewed focus on the
development of a competitive band program that will elevate our school and students as they continue
to do the impossible.

Respectfully Yours,

Jonte Hill, Ed.D.
Principal


